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Bloomberg	is	a	platform	that	provides	real-time	and	historical	market	
data	(e.g.,	stock	prices,	bond	quotes	and	yields,	GDP	and	unemployment	
data,	news,	etc.).	According	 to	 the	New	York	Times,	 “Bloomberg	 is	 the	
web	that	weaves	together	much	of	the	global	financial	ecosystem”	(April,	
17	2015).	This	primer	describes	some	basic	functions	that	should	allow	
anyone	to	start	using	Bloomberg	in	no	time.	All	the	functions	illustrated	in	
this	primer	must	be	entered	in	the	Bloomberg	command	line	on	the	top	
left	corner	of	a	typical	Bloomberg	terminal	window,	as	the	one	represent-
ed	in	Figure	1.

INTRODUCTION

1
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8 INTRODUCTION

Figure 1  -	Bloomberg	Terminal	Window

Notes: This	figure	captures	a	typical	Bloomberg	Terminal	window	after	login.	Users	can	
enter	functions	in	the	command	line,	i.e.,	in	the	top	left	part	of	the	window	where	the	
light	blue	square	cursor	is	visible.

A	great	set	of	learning	tools	is	currently	available	on	Bloomberg	by	simply	
typing < UNI >,	which	provides	access	to	the	Bloomberg	for	Education	por-
tal.	From	the	portal,	for	example,	you	can	access	the	section	on	Bloomberg	
Certificates,	which	you	can	also	directly	access	using	< BCER >.	Bloomberg,	
at	the	time	of	this	writing,	offers	three	certificates.	The	first	certificate	is	
the	Bloomberg	Finance	Fundamentals	(BFF).	The	second	certificate	is	the	
Bloomberg	Market	Concepts	(BMC).	The	third	certificate	is	the	Environ-
mental	Social	Governance	(ESG).

By	reading	this	primer	and	taking	the	Bloomberg	certificates,	the	read-
er	will	be	able	to	obtain	a	great	overview	of	what	is	possible	to	achieve	
using	Bloomberg.	BMC	forms	the	core	program	and	is	organized	as	a	self-
paced	e-learning	course	composed	by	8	modules	which	provide	a	great	
introduction	to	financial	markets.	The	eight	modules	are:	Economic	indi-
cators,	Currencies,	Fixed-income,	Equities,	Terminal	Basics,	Portfolio	Man-
agement,	Stock	Options	and	Commodities.	At	the	end	of	the	course,	us-
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ers	receive	a	certificate	of	completion.	Note	that	you	can	take	the	course	
using	a	Bloomberg	terminal	 (for	 free),	or	using	a	web	browser	and	the	
Bloomberg	 for	 Education	 Portal	 (https://portal.bloombergforeducation.
com).	The	latter	option	might	require	a	fee,	depending	on	your	subscrip-
tion.

Once	you	obtain	the	certificates,	you	can	add	them	on	your	resume	
and,	for	example,	on	your	linkedin.com	profile.	Bloomberg	also	offers	a	
great	job	market	resource	which	can	be	reached	with	< JOBS >,	which	
recently	replaced	Bloomberg	Talent	Search	(< BTS >).	< JOBS > is a 
function	that	users	and	recruiters	can	use	to	search	and	post	job	vacan-
cies.	Furthermore,	on	Bloomberg,	it	is	also	possible	to	search	for	people	
using	the	< PEOP >	function.	The	latter	is	a	very	useful	networking	tool	
when	searching	for	a	job	or	a	connection.	Moreover,	Bloomberg	also	of-
fers	useful	functions	in	preparation	for	job	interviews.	One	function	I	par-
ticularly	like,	for	example,	is	< USER >,	which	provides	access	to	the	us-
ers’	workflow	and	recommendations	for	functions	that	might	be	of	one’s	
interest.	You	can	select	a	“topic”	(e.g.,	Commodities)	to	see	what	are	the	
functions	that	Bloomberg	users	with	that	particular	jobs	are	more	likely	
to	use.	Needless	to	say,	make	sure	you	know	how	to	use	these	functions	
to	look	smart	during	your	interview.	A	last	useful	feature	that	you	can	use	
to	prepare	for	an	interview	is	< QUIC >,	for	Bloomberg	QuickTake	Mag-
azine.	You	will	find	a	long	list	of	topics	(e.g.,	from	Banking	to	ESG),	and	
by	clicking	on	them	you	will	get	“quick”	and	basic	information	as	well	as	
news	related	to	that	particular	topic.	This	way	you	can	make	sure	to	be	up	
to	date	with	all	the	most	recent	and	relevant	discussion	topics	and	hope-
fully	ace	your	job	interview.	In	the	next	sections,	we	will	cover	in	detail	
various	Bloomberg	functions.
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A Bloomberg Terminal Primer offers a comprehensive introduction to the 
Bloomberg Terminal, tailored for undergraduate and master’s students, as 
well as professionals, who are new to this powerful financial platform. De-
signed to help readers get up to speed quickly, this guide covers everything 
from the basics to more advanced functionalities, equipping users with the 
tools they need to navigate Bloomberg effectively.

The book starts with a clear and concise explanation of basic features, ensur-
ing even complete beginners can follow along. Through detailed walkthroughs 
and practical examples, readers will learn how to access key financial data, 
interpret market information, and utilize Bloomberg’s versatile tools for anal-
ysis. Step-by-step instructions demystify essential functions, making it easy 
to grasp topics such as equity screening, fixed income analytics, and news 
aggregation.

As the guide progresses, it introduces more advanced features, enabling us-
ers to harness Bloomberg’s full potential for research, trading, and portfolio 
management. Whether you’re a student aiming to enhance your academic and 
professional profile or a practitioner seeking to refine your technical skills, this 
book provides a structured and efficient way to master the Bloomberg Termi-
nal.

Accessible, practical, and packed with actionable insights, A Bloomberg Ter-
minal Primer is an indispensable resource for anyone looking to unlock the 
capabilities of Bloomberg and make data-driven decisions in the fast-paced 
world of finance.
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